XX            CONCEI^ION OF MATTER

After a continuous work for over twelve years the re-
sult of my specialised study is presented to the schol-
arly world for the first time in print. Originally,
the thesis contained only ten chapters including the
chapter on 'Conclusion9, but later on, it was realized
that the exhaustive treatment of 'Matter5 would remain
incomplete until and unless it is supplemented with
the treatment of 'Not-Matter7, that is, 'Spirit' or 'At-
man\ Hence a very brief treatment of it also has been
added to the book in a separate chapter. This addi-
tion has not only added to the better understanding
of the idea of 'Matter5, but also has made the book
complete in a way; so that the book now would give a
complete survey of the substances {dravyani) recogni-
sed in this joint system.

My aim in writing this book is to give a clear and
exhaustive account of the idea of 'Matter9 according to
Nyaya-Vai9esika Philosophy. Hence, not only almost
all the works, both in print and in manuscript, deal-
ing with the subject have been utilised for the purpose,
but, as is clear from the bibliography given at the end
of the book, standard works of other systems also have
been often made use of. References of Nyaya-Vai-
9esika doctrines found in works of other systems have
helped me sometimes to elucidate them more clearly
and also to meet the criticisms advanced against them
by rival schools.

In interpreting the various doctrines of the systems
I have ever been careful to keep in mind the angle of
vision which these two systems represent in the realm
of Indian Philosophy- And it is needless to say that
efforts have been made to represent the problems in
a clear and dispassionate manner so as to enable every
student of Indian Philosophy to understand them more
easily, but as the treatment of philosophical systems,
especially that of Nyaya-Vai^esika, is so intricate and
sometimes obscure that I am afraid I may not have